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Central School District #104

Mr. Patrick McGinthy, director
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	160 St. Ellen Mine Road

O’Fallon, IL  62269

PH:  (618) 632-6336

Fax:  (618) 622-8691

pmcginthy@stclair.k12.il.us
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Dear Parents/Guardians,

I would like to congratulate you and your child on joining musical ensembles for the 2010-2011 school year. You are about to embark on a rewarding journey through music that will challenge, invigorate, and inspire you throughout the year! Whether you have joined choir, band, or beginning band, this will be an exciting year filled with lots of concerts, events, and fantastic music! 

Along with performing a generous amount of concerts at our home school, we will also be participating with neighboring school districts in a number of festivals and honor ensembles. To start the year, our choirs will perform the National Anthem at the Gateway Grizzlies game on September 3. Please consult the schedule in this packet for additional events and times. 

Our goals for the school year are to learn, have fun, and become the best Band/Choir that we can be. This will require an individual goal for your child to be the best musician that he/she can be. Throughout the year, students will be challenged to help attain these goals. Our ensembles are only as good as the weakest player. It is imperative that students complete playing assignments, singing assignments, practice charts, and memorizations to assist in building their own skills and knowledge.  

To help the students and I with these goals, you as a parent/guardian can greatly assist! At home, listen to your child play/sing. Offer encouragement and show an interest in what and how they’re playing. Track your child’s musical progress, and help remind them that they must practice daily to become a better musician. For band students, provide a safe place to store their instrument and keep it in good condition. Encourage your child to sing and play for others (family, friends) as often as possible! Holidays and family gatherings are perfect for this! 

Marking down the dates on the following pages and adhering this schedule will also help us greatly. Help your child be on time for extra-curricular obligations. If there are any conflicts, please notify me in advance.

We will have a parents meeting on Thursday, September 2. Beginning Band parents should attend at 6:00pm. All other band and choir parents should attend at 7:00pm. Please review this packet and turn in the contract by Tuesday, September 7. If you have any questions throughout the school year, please contact me. I am thoroughly excited about starting the school year and exploring the world of music with your child.

Patrick McGinthy


August 31: First Day of School

        Beginning Band Recruitment Week (instrument testing)

September 2: Parent Informational Meeting in Music Room (evening)



   6:00 – Potential Beginning Band Parents



   7:00 – Current Band/Choir Parents

September 3: Choir to perform at Gateway Grizzlies game, 5:30pm**




All Choir Students

September 8: Rehearsal at OTHS - Marching Band Feeder Program**



    6:00 – 7:00 PM (6, 7, and 8th grade BAND only)

September 9: Second Beginning Band Meeting and Sign-Up



7:00 – JAMS Music Room

September 10: OTHS Marching Band Feeder Performance; 5:30pm **

September 13: Beginning Band starts 

October 11: IMEA Auditions @ Highland; 8:00AM – 1:00PM



(6, 7, and 8th Grade Only)

October 14: Fall Concert @ Central. 7:00PM, arrive at 6:00**



7/8th Band and Choir, 5/6th Band and Choir, No Beg. Band
October 19: OTHS Choral Feeder Concert. Rehearsal @ 10:45**



Concert at 7:00PM, OTHS (ALL CHOIR STUDENTS)

October 21: Music Fundraiser Kickoff (cookie dough and butterbraids)



Ends November 4

November 6: IMEA Concert at Edwardsville (students by selection)

November 29: Belle-Fair Concert (location TBD). 10:00AM rehearsal



     7:00PM Concert. (6, 7, and 8th Grade Only)

December 6: Winter Concert @ Central. 7:00PM, arrive at 6:00

December 9: Christmas in O’Fallon Concert @OTHS**



   6:00PM. All BAND students. 

** - denotes required event
Lesson and Ensemble Schedule

Everyday:

1st Hour: 7/8 Band

2nd Hour: 7/8 Choir

5th Hour (2nd Lunch): 5/6 Choir

5th Hour (3rd Lunch): 5/6 Band (no beginners)

One Day Per Week:

Band Students will be pulled out of class once a week for group lessons and sectionals. These days will be solidified by September 7 once all auditions are completed. 

Band Lockers:

Lockers are provided for your convenience to store instruments and music. Please do not clutter your locker with school books, bags, and other non-musical items. If this becomes a recurring issue, a detention will be given and you will use detention time cleaning out your locker. 

Locks are NOT provided. I strongly encourage you to purchase a lock to safeguard your locker and instrument. 
BAND AND CHOIR CLASS RULES 
1. Be Respectful: Treat others the way you would like to be treated.

2. Do not bring gum or food into the room.

3. Do not bring cell-phones into the room. Do not try to be sneaky by putting it on your stand; I will catch you!

4. Be seated and ready to begin at the start of class.

5. Be prepared! Have your music, a pencil, and any other instrument accessories (reeds, valve oil, grease, sticks) with you in class.

6. No disruptive behavior will be tolerated.

7. Play your instrument, and YOUR instrument ONLY! Playing another student’s instrument, even with his or her permission, will NOT be tolerated.

8. Only percussionists are allowed to play on the percussion instruments unless otherwise approved by Mr. McGinthy.

9. Please keep your instrument lockers neat and orderly.

10. At the end of class, return your instruments, music, and stands to the proper location.

THIS ROOM SHOULD BE LEFT IN THE SAME CONDITION AS WHEN 

YOU ARRIVED!

Bathroom Policy: I want students to feel that they can use the restroom during class, but I do not want this privilege abused. In order to have a successful rehearsal, we need all members present all of the time. Students will be limited to THREE bathroom passes per month. Any student who exceeds this will be given a tardy. Please inform me of emergencies and we make special arrangements.
A Daily Rehearsal Scenario:

Band











Choir
1. Walk quietly into the classroom 
1. Walk quietly in the 

and proceed to your locker to get

classroom. Proceed to your

your instrument and daily 


seat. Do not linger around the

requirements.




entranceway.

2. Be in the room by the time the 

2. Be in the room and seated

tardy bell rings.




by the time the tardy bell 









rings.

3. Be seated with your instrument,


music, accessories, and a pencil

3. You may talk quietly and

within 2 minutes of the bell


practice singing until class

ringing.






starts. Please do not yell, and 









remember to be respectful to 

4. Please play and get a warm-up

the people around you.

in while waiting for band to start.

Play only in such a way that 

4. Once Mr. McGinthy steps on 

Mr. McGinthy would approve.

the podium, all talking must 









cease. Listen attentively for 

5. Once Mr. McGinthy steps on the
announcements and directions.

podium, all talking/playing ceases.

Listen attentively for announcements
5. Throughout rehearsal, there

and directions.




may be times where you do not 









sing. Be respectful of the 

6. While rehearsing, do not talk to 
people singing by paying 

your neighbor. During rests and 

attention and/or following 

times when you do not play, follow
along in your music. 

your music and be respectful of the


people playing. 




6. Raise your hand for 









questions or problems. 

7. Raise your hand for questions


or problems.





7. You will be dismissed on 









time! Do not worry about being

8. You will be dismissed on time! 

late for your next class!

You will have enough time to pack

up and make your next class on time!

Necessary Band Materials

An instrument! On the following page, there are three music stores listed. For your convenience, Schmitt Music (located in O’Fallon) is listed first. However, choosing an instrument is the most important process of your child’s time in band. I encourage you to shop around at all of the listed locations to find the best instrument and price for you and your child.

At any time, if you have questions or concerns about the instrument you are purchasing or renting, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Method Books:
Essential Elements , Book 1 (Beginning Band Only)

Essential Elements, Book 2 (5th and 6th grade only)
- Central School District has ordered plenty of these books through Schmitt Music. It is recommended that you purchase these books at Schmitt. Each book is approximately $9.00. 

All Students: A three-ringed binder. Throughout the year, you will receive handouts, and this will help you keep them organized. 

7/8th Grade: You will receive lots of music this way since you do not have a method book, so it is very important that you have this!

Instrument Accessories:

FLUTE: Cleaning rod and cleaning cloth 

CLARINET/SAXOPHONE: Cleaning swab, cork grease, reed keeper, mouthpiece cap and at least 3 extra reeds (Saxophones, Bass Clarinets and Beginning Clarinets - LaVoz - medium strength). Rico reeds are also available, but not recommended. I personally recommend VAN DOREN reeds. You may buy them at the store, or I have them for sale for $3 each.
(Non-beginning Clarinets - Mitchell Lurie #3 or Vandoren #3) 

OBOE/BASSOON: Cleaning swab, cork grease, and at least 2 extra reeds (medium or medium hard strength) 

TRUMPET: Valve oil, cleaning snake, soft polishing cloth 

FRENCH HORN: Rotary valve oil, soft polishing cloth 

TROMBONE: Slide cream and spray bottle, cleaning snake, soft polishing cloth 

BARITONE/TUBA: Valve oil, soft polishing cloth 

PERCUSSION: Vic Firth SD1 drumsticks and a Percussion Kit, which includes bells, mallets, and a practice pad. A snare drum is not required. All percussion students will be required to learn the mallet instruments, i.e. xylophone, marimba, and bells in conjunction with the drums

Middle School Percussion: Snare Sticks, Soft Mallets, and Timpani Mallets 

Recommended Items: Metronome and Tuner (approximately $18.00 each)





Folding wire music stand ($12.00) for festivals and home practice


For concerts, contests, festivals, and assembly performances, students are to wear either their blue band polo or gold choir polo. Boys are to wear black slacks with black dress shoes. Girls are to wear either black slacks or a knee-length black skirt (no shorter). Capris, cargo-style pants, and flip-flops/sandals are NOT acceptable. Please see the contract page for polo costs. BEGINNING BAND ONLY: You will not need to purchase a polo. Please wear the pants listed above, along with a white button-up shirt or blouse. 

--- Sometimes for school assembly performances, you will be allowed to wear your polo with jeans and tennis shoes, but only if you are given approval. 

When all members of the ensemble are dressed in uniform, this conveys a perception of sharpness, organization, and school pride. If just ONE member is out of dress code, the entire ensemble appears sloppy and unprofessional. Students who arrive for these events out of dress code will be sent home to change, or will not perform. Please see the grading scale on the next few pages for penalties for not performing. 

Many judges and professional musicians put the same amount of stock into appearance as how you sound. Your poise, posture, and uniform play a major role in scoring for contests. 

Band/School pride can also be displayed by your attitude and behavior. Students who chew gum and talk while performing are not only out of uniform from the rest of the ensemble, but they are showing a lack of pride and respect for the ensemble and JAMS. Depending on the severity and recurrence of the situation, these students may be asked not to perform. 

Keep in mind that when you are wearing your uniform, you are performing! Even if you haven’t stepped on stage, your will be observed by others. Be mindful of your actions and attitude.

2010 Private Lesson Instructors


Flute  
Jay Reistad 698-5152  
Courtney King 719-3960  
Leah Hoots 550-0350 OTHS  
Clara Loy-632-4671  
Oboe  
Kathy Nix (314) 422-9811 artsmanager@sbcglobal.net (SWIC)  
Bonnie Moncelli 345-7040  
Dawn Striker-Allan 624-0972

Clarinet  
Mary Ann Jordan 624-5861 (AF Band)  
Mary Henry 233-4030  
Debbie Thacker 235-7134  
Jose Silva  available in January 
Josh Tucker  available in January 
Jenny Cornwall – 618-973-7656 OTHS  
Leah Haskett – 618-975-8610 OTHS  
Saxophone  
Rob Nugent-632-4671  
Adrianne Honnold @ Schmitt Music 632-4671  
Mary Henry 233-4030  
Nick Pyles – 618-670-3892 OTHS  
Kyle Fletcher – 302-450-2611 OTHS  
Morgan Coers – 618-830-0831 OTHS  
Trumpet  
Dawn Weber 314-324-3915 (teaches over at OTHS/ Belleville East HS)  
Charlie Brown 409-2308  
Lorenzo Truijillo 818 618 8419 McKendree/ SLU

Mike Connell 398-2926  
Ben Peterson 806-7129 (AF Band)  
Gene King 581-4934 (AF Band)  
Scott Sauer 304-8219 (AF Band)  
Colin Campbell – 618-406-0801 (OTHS)  
Chris LaChance – 618-979-8499 (OTHS)  
French Horn  
Roger Novak 910-3842 (AF Band)  
Barb Hunter (SIUE)650-2994/288-2868(Home)  
Nicole Lambert – 618-520-2290 OTHS  
Trombone  
Dawn Weber 314-324-3915 (teaches over at OTHS/Belleville East HS)  
Chris Moncelli 345-7040  
Erik Dahlgren 593-6080 (AF Band)  
Rob Hyatt 448-0119(AF Band)  
Tuba/Baritone  
Matt Kuebler 257-8676  

Adam Stevens  514-2306
Percussion  
Jarret Robinett 530-1479 (AF Band)  
Ron Johnson 566-4047 (AF Band)  
Dusty Paige 624-2618  
Vocal  

Sara McGinthy 304-2768
Jamie Marble 830-4924 kiddo1980@hotmail.com  
Deanna Barker 531-9110  
Stephanie Owen 537-4481  
Kate Hyatt 448-0119  

 Dr. Jennifer Peters – 537-6923  
Joshua Peterson – 233-0295  
Charles Rann – 537-4904  
Richard Boyd – 537-4995  
Deborah Harres – 476-3135  
Dr. Marc Schapman [maschap@siue.edu]  
Piano  
Gail Long 632-8949 or 691-9069


Deanna Barker 531-9110  
Kate Hyatt 448-0119  
Suzanne Bull 234-8494  
Donna Guillaume 622-2650  



     

Guitar  
TC Cottrel 505-2217 (AF Band)  
Schmitt Music in O’Fallon Illinois has numerous teachers on staff there. Please call them at 632-4671

“Never Practice. Always Perform!”

· Adolf “Bud” Herseth, 

former Principal Trumpet of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Not only does this apply to students as individuals, but this applies to our ensemble as a whole. I treat every rehearsal like a performance, and I would expect that students do too. 

HOW TO PERFORM IN REHEARSAL:
· There is no tomorrow. Sing/play like you won’t get a chance to ever again. Make it a beautiful sound and hold nothing back!

· Do not allow yourself to get distracted. Don’t fall into the temptation of talking, texting (remember rule #3!), or reading/working on other material. If someone walks into the room while we’re playing/singing, don’t look! Stay focused on the music.

· Imagine that there is an audience listening to you. I may even record you performing without you knowing! 

· You’re only as good as your last performance. If we have an awesome rehearsal or contest performance, make the next rehearsal even better. 

· Encourage each other. If in class someone plays a solo or sings a beautiful lyric of a song, clap or send words of encouragement! Just be sure that it waits until we’ve stopped performing. 

Grading (FIFTH – EIGHTH GRADE BAND/CHOIR ONLY – NO BEGINNING BAND)
Class Participation – 15 points daily

- How well you adhere to the above techniques, follow rules, and give a sincere effort
Practice Charts
- 25 points weekly (band only)

- These will start after the 2nd week. I ask for 120 minutes of practice per week. 120 will get the full 25 points, 100 will get 20, 80 will get 15, etc. 

Performances – 100 points (about one per quarter)

- These are the equivalent of tests. A full 100 points means that you have arrived on time and with all necessary materials, shown school pride, and have given a sincere effort. 

Theory/History quizzes/projects – 40 points (one per semester)


- This may be a group project or a quiz after a lecture in class

ATTENDANCE: 

If a student is late to class, they will be given a tardy. After 3 tardies, a detention will be given and the parents will be notified. We only have a limited amount of time to learn and perform music, so it is essential that every member is on time and ready to go. 

If a student is late to a concert at Central, they will be deducted 10 points. If a student is late to a Saturday contest, the bus will not wait and you will need to get to the contest site on your own. 

Beginning Band: We will not have full band rehearsals until November. These will be after school, and they are absolutely required! If you do not attend, you will not be allowed to perform! 

Of course, let me know ASAP if emergencies arise. If you don’t tell me, I am left in the dark, and at the concert I am scrambling to cover parts and replace you. Please contact me in advance with any issues! 

Documentation will be required in all cases of absences; otherwise, the absence will be unexcused. I will make every effort to be flexible and work with you on scheduling conflicts, but please understand that the students and I have a responsibility to be the best choir/band that we can be, and that cannot happened without every member in attendance. 

Band Students: If you forget your instrument, you will be deducted 5 participation points. It is imperative that you have all necessary materials daily! If you forget/lose your music, you may get additional copies from me for a cost of $1.00. Simple solution: Use your 3-ring binder for organizing music!


Participating in Choir and Band is just like participating in another sport. There are some evening and weekend commitments. These are limited to only concerts and contests throughout the year, as we are fortunate to have adequate time daily to rehearse. Please understand that these commitments are not optional! As a member of Choir or Band, you are expected to attend all concerts and festivals. These are graded, and are the equivalent of a test in another class. 

As stated previously, Beginning Band will NOT be graded. Students will be pulled out of class weekly for lessons. You can expect a quarterly Progress Report that looks like this:

NOTE READING/FINGERINGS : Student is able to name the musical notes on the staff and use the correct fingerings for the notes covered in musical selections and the method book. When new notes are introduced, the student is able to use the fingering chart to find the answer. 


Excellent


Satisfactory

Fair

Poor

RHYTHM : Student understands note/rest values (whole, half, eighth, quarter, dotted half, etc.). The student can demonstrate this by counting, clapping, and playing the rhythms on their instrument.


Excellent


Satisfactory

Fair

Poor

EMBOUCHURE/TONGUING/ARTICULATIONS : Formation of a good embouchure (position of the lips when playing) and tonguing (being able to use the tongue to start each note) are both vital components to build a strong instrumental music foundation. The student should be able to demonstrate and explain a proper embouchure for their instrument. Percussionists should be able to describe and demonstrate stick positions, fulcrum (weight/pressure of the hand on the stick),  and the proper point of striking the instrument. 


Excellent


Satisfactory

Fair

Poor

MUSIC SIGNS AND SYMBOLS : Student is able to identify music signs and symbols found in musical selections and incorporate them into his/her performance.


Excellent


Satisfactory

Fair

Poor

ATTENDANCE/PREPAREDNESS : Each student will meet at least once a week. It is the student’s responsibility to remember when to go to lessons. Every student has supplies necessary for band, including a pencil, instrument, music, Essential Elements book, reeds, valve oil, sticks, etc.  Also, each student will have a weekly assignment from the method book. 


Excellent


Satisfactory

Fair

Poor


Auditions will be held for every ensemble (except Beginning Band). Auditions give me a chance to hear what you are capable of at the start of the school year and some things that you need to work on. 

Band students will audition for chair placement during the 2nd week of school. 

Choir students will audition before school begins and also during the first 2 days of school. 


Practice makes perfect. It is essential to become a successful musician! You will always have materials to practice.  The more you practice, the better you will sound, and hopefully that will inspire you to play and sing more.

1. Always strive for a good tone. Never be satisfied if you think your sound is not as good as it can be.

2. Try to have a goal in mind. Know what you want to accomplish. Don’t just sing/play mindlessly. 

3. Practice what you are struggling with! It is our tendency to play/sing what we sound best at. That is not utilizing time wisely; practice what needs work!

4. Use good posture while you practice. Don’t practice on your bed, in a recliner, or slouched over. 

5. Practice a variety of dynamics and ranges. Don’t just use one dynamic (p, mp, mf, f, ff). Also, expand your range. If you’re an Alto, practice singing a little higher than what you’re comfortable with. 

6. Practice hard music SLOWLY at first, then work your way up to a faster tempo. This would be a good time to use a metronome. 

7. Do not try to practice too much in a little amount of time. It is perfectly acceptable to split up your practice times. You could work for 15 minutes, take a break for dinner, and then practice 30 minutes later. 


IMEA AUDITIONS:  These auditions take place in early October. If a student is selected, they will travel to Edwardsville in November to participate in an honor ensemble. This is considered a VERY high honor for a middle school musician. Due to the difficulty of the music and auditions, I only recommend 7th and 8th graders, and some advanced 6th graders.

SOLO/ENSEMBLE CONTEST: In February, students may take a prepared solo or ensemble to contest at St. Clare School in O’Fallon. They will perform in front of family/friends and a professional adjudicator. They will receive written constructive criticism and compliments. 

If a student receives a “1st “ rating, they have the option of advancing the State Contest in May at Triad Middle School. There they will perform the same solo, this time for a different adjudicator. 

EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE ABOVE OPPORTUNITIES!!

FUNDRAISING: In October, we will have a Butterbraid/Pastry fundraiser through Century Resources. We have raised a significant amount of money in the past with this fundraiser. We fundraise for several reasons:

1. It helps pay for instruments, music, and accessories for our program

2. It helps students pay for trips

3. Students with enough items sold can pay for reeds, shirts, etc.

In addition, students have the opportunity to earn prizes for certain amounts sold. 

2010 - 2011 JAMS BAND CONTRACT

Congratulations on choosing to be involved in Band at Joseph Arthur! You are about to embark on a rewarding journey through music that will challenge, invigorate, and inspire you throughout the year!

However, this will require a commitment from you to attend all classes, rehearsals, and concerts. Please sign and return the contract below and $10.00 shirt fee (if needed) by TUESDAY, September 7 (worth 50 points).
 -------------------------------------------------------
I, _____________________________________, give my 



(Parent Signature)

son/daughter permission to enroll in Band for the 2010-2011 school year. I acknowledge this is a full

year commitment, and that my child will attend all concerts, classes, and rehearsals. I have read and 

understand the grading/attendance policy, class rules, uniform code, and the requirement of extra 

evening/weekend commitments throughout the year. I also understand that if my child is new to the 

band, there is an $8.00 band polo shirt fee that is due with the contract.

_____ - Student’s Shirt Size

 I, _____________________________________, understand I am 



(Student Signature)

committed to participating in Band for the 2010-2011 school year.  I 

acknowledge this is a full year commitment, and that I will attend all 

concerts, classes, and rehearsals. I have read and understand the 

grading/attendance policy, class rules, uniform code, and the requirement of extra 

evening/weekend commitments throughout the year.
2010 - 2011 JAMS CHOIR CONTRACT

Congratulations on choosing to be involved in Band at Joseph Arthur! You are about to embark on a rewarding journey through music that will challenge, invigorate, and inspire you throughout the year!

However, this will require a commitment from you to attend all classes, rehearsals, and concerts. Please sign and return the contract below and the $11.00 shirt fee (if needed) by TUESDAY, September 7 (worth 50 points).
 -------------------------------------------------------
I, _____________________________________, give my 



(Parent Signature)

son/daughter permission to enroll in Choir for the 2010-2011 school year.  I acknowledge this is a full 

year commitment, and that my child will attend all concerts, classes, and rehearsals. I have read and 

understand the grading/attendance policy, class rules, uniform code, and the requirement of extra 

evening/weekend commitments throughout the year. I also understand that if my child is new to 

choir, there is an $8.00 choir polo shirt fee due with the contract. 

​​​​​_____ - Student’s Shirt Size

 I, _____________________________________, understand I am 



(Student Signature)

committed to participating in Choir for the 2010-2011 school year.  I 

acknowledge this is a full year commitment, and that I will attend all 

concerts, classes, and rehearsals. I have read and understand the 

grading/attendance policy, class rules, uniform code, and the requirement of extra 

evening/weekend commitments throughout the year.

