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Welcome to second grade!  For those of you who do not know me, my name is Mrs. Finlay and this is my sixth year teaching second grade here at Central.  I hope everyone had a fun and relaxing summer and is ready for an exciting 2011-2012 school year!  I am anticipating a year full of interesting and educational activities.


I am pleased to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you and to welcome your child to my class.  A good learning experience is built on a cooperative effort among parents, child, and teacher.  I look forward to the work and growth we will accomplish this year.


My expectations for behavior and academic standards are high.  With your participation, both in and out of the classroom, we can look forward to a productive, creative, and enjoyable year together.


This welcome packet includes the school’s philosophy, second grade curriculum, handwriting sample, and classroom rules and procedures.  Please keep this packet at home for your reference.  All items in this packet are subject to change.  Also, I would like the last page to be completed and returned to school by Tuesday, September 7th.  


To help keep you informed about our class, I will send home a brief newsletter every Friday.  My newsletter will give you information about things going on in the class and throughout the school.


Again, welcome!  Please feel free to contact me about any questions or concerns you may have.  Messages can be left for me on my voice mail or e-mail during school hours.  I will respond to each at my earliest convenience.  

I am looking forward to a great year! 

Mrs. Finlay (



Phone: 632-6336 ext. 132

e-mail: sfinlay@central104.org
Our Philosophy

We believe all students can behave appropriately in the classroom.

We believe teachers have the right to teach and all students have the right to learn.

All students have the right to know what is expected of them, and what the consequences are if they choose to misbehave.

School Mission

Imagine

Inspire

Achieve

School Vision

The Central School Community provides the resources for success.  Its students are responsible for applying their skills as knowledgeable, productive, fulfilled individuals who benefit their community and themselves.

School Discipline Plan

All classes K-3 will use the “I Can Manage Myself” cards for discipline.  The students will each have a set of three cards daily to help reinforce self-control.  The first act of inappropriate behavior if not severe will result in a warning.  The second act of misbehavior will result in removal of his/her green card.  The third act of misbehavior in the same day will result in removal of the yellow card and a parent phone call or note.  The fourth act of misbehavior will result in the removal of red care, notification to principal by teacher, parent contact, and consequence.

Failure to return completed homework upon arrival to school will result in automatic loss of warning card.  Failure to have items signed by parent/guardian will result in loss of green card.

Severe or inexcusable misbehavior will result in immediate loss of some or all cards.  Any adult on staff at Central can remove a student’s card.

You can find a copy of our school pledge at the

end of the packet!
Classroom Rules

1. Be respectful.

2. Be responsible.

3. Be safe. 

Positive Rewards

Good behavior comes with rewards given by the teacher and other school staff.

1. Verbal praise

2. Tiger tickets

3. Certificates, pencils, stickers, etc. 

4. Extra computer time

5. Attendance to assemblies and classroom parties

Negative Consequences

Failure to comply with the rules may result in, but are not limited to:

1. Phone call or note home

2. Pulling cards (see next page)

3. Loss of recess time

4. Loss of any special privilege 

5. Temporary removal from class

Classroom Discipline Process

(Pulling Cards)

All classes grades k-3 will use a version of the “ I can manage myself” cards to monitor behavior and discipline accordingly. Each student will have 4 cards to help reinforce self-control. The first act of inappropriate behavior if not severe will result in a verbal warning and the removal of one card. In my class this is an orange warning card and there are no consequences for pulling it. It is simply to remind students to check their behavior. The second act of misbehavior will result in the removal of the green card and a 5 minute loss of recess. The third act of misbehavior will result in the pulling of a yellow card, a 10 minute loss of recess, and a note/call home depending on the behavior. If a child loses his or her red card, the consequences are a loss of recess and a notification to parents and the principal. I may also need to fill out a discipline referral for office records.  

Severe or inexcusable misbehavior will result in the immediate loss of some or all cards.

Any adult on staff at Central can remove a student’s card(s).

I will confidentially record the reasons behind the loss of any cards. This way I can manage the classroom accordingly and respond to repetitive misbehavior.

Homework Rules and Procedures
1.  Provide a quiet, comfortable area for the homework to be completed.

2.  Follow a consistent schedule for homework.

3.  All homework should be completed in pencil unless otherwise indicated.

4.  Please look over your child’s completed work and return it in the homework folder.

5.  If special supplies are sent home with your child, please return them with the completed work.

6.  Emphasize the importance of doing correct and neat work.

7.  Please return all work on time!!!

8.  Failure to return work on time will result in loss of warning card.  Failure to have items signed by an adult will result in loss of warning card as well.

9.  Give praise often!!!

Dismissal Procedures

The method of dismissal for your child must be written for me.  Please inform me in writing if you choose to change your child’s normal method of dismissal.  If there is no phone message or form of written communication, I must go by the original method of dismissal.  If a change occurs later in the day, please contact the office before 2:00 P.M.

Please enter through the front office if you are picking up your child early.  For safety reasons, the students are instructed not to open doors to people standing outside (even if it is his/her own parent).  

Bus students and those going to La Petite or True Vine will be dismissed between 2:20-2:25.  All other students will be dismissed at 2:30.  If you are picking up your child(ren) please wait in the designated area until you are asked to enter the gym.
Curriculum

This is an overview of what your child will be learning in second grade.  If you have any questions, please let me know.

Daily Morning Routine

· Lunch Count/attendance

· Pledge of Allegiance

· ROAR Pledge (a copy is attached)

Reading and Phonics (MacMillan/McGraw-Hill)

· The reading program blends phonics instruction, comprehension strategies and fine literature. 

· I will supply supplementary and enrichment work when necessary.

· The students will be read to almost daily.  (Both picture and chapter books.)

· The students will have opportunity each day for silent and oral reading.

· The Star reading test will be given quarterly to check progress and evaluate the child’s reading level.

· Accelerated Reader is the program used a Central School. Each child will be assessed using the Star Reading program and given a range of book levels that they can choose from the library. Students will read his/her library books and take comprehension tests. Each child will have a goal that they can meet during the quarter. They will be rewarded by a school party, and through classroom incentives. You and your child will be able to monitor progress. 

Math

· Addition and subtraction

· Understanding place value

· Numbers and patterns

· Time and money

· Graphs

· Subtracting two-digit numbers with regrouping

· Adding two and three-digit numbers

· Measurement

· Geometry

· Fractions

· Probability

· Some multiplication and division

· Time telling

· Daily homework

Handwriting

· D’Nealian manuscript and cursive writing will be taught and used.

· Cursive writing will not be introduced until around November or December.

· Students will NOT be allowed to write in cursive until all letters are introduced and sufficient practice is completed.

Spelling

· A weekly spelling list will be sent home on Friday.  The list will consist of spelling and reading words for the following week.   Students will be tested on both sets of words.

· Students will be required to write the words three times each on Mondays and Tuesdays.

· On Wednesday and Thursday, students will bring home a box of cards to study.  An additional card will be included for a parent/guardian/older sibling to sign.  Please return the entire box on Thursday.  If the card is not signed and/or returned, it will result in the loss of the warning card.

· On Friday, the students will be given a word test. They will also be required to study the flash cards again.  The card will not need to be signed again.

· If it’s a short week, the word test will be given on the last day of the week and assignments will be rearranged accordingly.
English

· Shurley English is the curriculum used.

· Students will learn 6 of the 8 parts of speech.  They will learn and practice jingles and label sentences daily.  

· Students will also begin writing paragraphs and essays.

P.E.

· Students will have a scheduled P.E. time every other day with Mrs. Voellinger.

· They will also have recess daily.

· Please be sure your child has a pair of tennis shoes and socks the days we have P.E.  They can keep a spare in their locker if necessary.

Music

· Students will have a scheduled music time with Ms. Wittenauer every third day.

Study Skills

· Students will have a scheduled study skills time with Mrs. Grady every third day.  

· Students will be taught skills necessary for different computer programs.

Art

· Students will have a scheduled art time with Ms. Becherer every third day.

Science/Health

· Mrs. Yung will teach science to all second graders.  Students will learn about the following items.  All topics may not be covered.

· Human body

· Healthy habits and fitness

· Simple machines

· Magnetism

· Insects

· Seasons and space

· Environmental awareness

· BABES (permission slips will be sent at a later date)

Social Studies

· Miss Britton will teach social studies to all second graders.  The following will be taught.  Again, all topics may not be covered.

· Maps and globes

· The War of 1812

· Colonialism and Native Americans

· American Government

· Civil War

· Famous American Women

· Holidays and important people

· Our Community (through Junior Achievement)

Lion’s Quest
· Mrs. Finlay will teach Lion’s Quest to all second graders.

· Lion’s Quest is a program that addresses social and emotional learning. 

· We will be working on these skills throughout the course.

Important Reminders

Beginning/End of Day


*Parents are encouraged to park at the front of the building along Hartman Lane.  (Parking along the sides of the building is reserved for faculty and staff.)

 
*Parent drop-off and pick-up is at the front of the building.  Please do not come to side doors.  Students are instructed not to open doors to people standing outside them (even if you are their parent or if they are familiar with you).


*When arriving in the morning, students may leave backpacks in their lockers and proceed to the waiting area (cafeteria or playground).


*Wandering/visiting in the hallways is not allowed.


*Students will begin entering classrooms at 7:50 A.M.  Students will not be allowed in the classroom before the bell unless otherwise asked to do so.


*Bus students will board the buses at 2:30.


*Remaining students will be dismissed at 2:40.

Homework Binder

*Please remember to check homework folder daily and remove papers on the Keep at Home side.

Assignment Books

*These are used daily to record each night’s assignments.   I check each book at the end of the day (during the first quarter).

*This organizer is also another means of communication between us.  Feel free to write in them if you need to let me know something.  Please be sure that your child shows it to me.  I do not check all planners in the mornings.

*Please check the book daily to ensure that all required assignments have been completed.

*I DO NOT require parents to sign assignment books, just please check them.

Classroom Treats

*We are not allowed to have food or drinks in our classrooms for parties.

*If you wish to sent treats for your child’s birthday or a holiday that is fine but it will need to be passed out at lunch for the students to enjoy in the cafeteria.  With this in mind, prepackaged snacks are encouraged to make this more manageable.

Lunch

*Please send any lunch money in a sealed and labeled envelope or baggie.  Usually blue envelopes are given.

White Central Envelope/Friday Folders

· Every Friday or the last day of the week a white Central School envelope will be sent home with each student’s work, behavior chart, and other important papers.

· Please check these envelopes over the weekend and remove all contents.  However, remember to return the signed behavior chart.

· If the envelope is lost, one can be purchased in the front office for 25 cents.

**PLEASE LEAVE ALL TOYS, ELECTRONICS, AND CELL PHONES AT HOME!!! (**

Please remember to return the student information sheet on Friday, August 26th.

Student Information
To help me know more about your child, I would appreciate your help in completing the information below.  Please return the information by Friday, August 26th.  Thank you for assisting me in getting acquainted!

Child’s Name____________________
Birthday___________

Mother’s Name_________________
Home Phone________________









Cell Phone_________________
Work Phone________________









Email ____________________

Father’s Name_________________
Home Phone________________









Cell Phone_________________
Work Phone________________









Email ____________________
Student lives with _______________
How will your child be transported home?

Bus #_______
Car Rider
     La Petite     Latchkey
     True Vine

Sibling(s) at Central School—Please list name(s) and teacher(s):

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

________________________________________________(OVER)

Other information I’d like you to know about my child (Please include allergies and/or other medical issues and if medicine is taken:________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________.


